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A meeting of FBA-Net partners was convened on March 20, 2007. Participants included Laura Coleman of L P Coleman Contracting Services, Scott Earnshaw of The Concord NH Stake of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Theresa Novak-Chabot and Mari DeBlois of The Way Home, Pam Spain of First Congregational Church of Swanzey UCC, Ernie Zupancic of the US Department of Housing and Urban Development, Curtis Metzger of NH Dept of Homeland Security, David Lamarre-Vincent of the NH Council of Churches, Craig Everett of Helping Hands Outreach Center in Manchester, Frank Conery of Bedford Presbyterian Church, George Reed of Christian Science Church, Suzanne Harrison of NH Community- and Faith-Based Initiatives, Greg Steelman of Lutheran Social Services, Keith Marsh of Grace Outreach, Holly Tutko of NH Institute for Health Policy Practice – UNH – Empowering Communities with Data Project, Martha AuCoin of the Christ Life Church, Kathy Hoyt of Volunteer NH/NH VOAD, and Bill Pelletier of First Church of the Nazarene. 

David opened the meeting by welcoming participants, sharing an opening prayer, and asking for each participant to introduce himself or herself. 

Report on Action Items

Regional Meetings

Greg thanked Martha for the all her hard work in coordinating the regional meeting in Laconia. Greg reported that the training was of excellent quality and initiated a lot of energy and conversation about moving forward.  Participants agreed that they needed help with developing grant proposals and tracking grant funding took a great deal of time and effort. Greg stated that it was unclear as to whether Laura could provide assistance under FBA-Net or through LP Coleman Contracting Services.  Keith attended the training and believes that this training could be a good follow up to their first meeting he and Marc Cousineau are planning for the Upper Valley area. Keith reported that he and Marc have met three times to plan the logistics of the get together in the Upper Valley region.  April 12thwas identified as the tentative date but was changed to early May in order to have more time to plan. Ernie was invited to attend to talk about what faith efforts could be funded and what programs would not be fundable through federal programs.  Keith stated that the second meeting would focus on training around grant writing.  Laura agreed that the visioning process for faith leaders was critical and necessary prior to pursuing grants. 

Pam stated that Monadnock region is starting to do this collaborative planning.  The Community Network Team is a collaborative of social service and faith based organizations that meets the first Monday of every month.  The concern about the lack of follow up to the emergency disaster/Pandemic Flu planning meeting with faith leaders in Monadnock last year was raised by Pam. Curtis informed the group that because there was no funding for follow up work, the ball was dropped on this.  

Disseminating Information Specific to Emergency Response Plans

Laura announced that the state map with regional contact names is now up on the Website. Faith leaders can click on their region to access the contact names for state plans in their region. Curtis reported that the regional plans currently being developed focus on alternative care sites and mass dispensing for Pandemic Flu and other major public health emergencies. 

FBA-Net Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws

Scott thanked everyone for submitting comments on the draft articles of incorporation.  He went over each Article with the group. A suggestion was made to change the word steering to executive committee and use President instead of Executive Director. The group agreed with the suggested changes and approved the Articles for submission to the state. 

The newly elected FBA-Net Board of Directors are Laura Coleman, Scott Earnshaw, Keith Marsh, Richard Shannon, Greg Steelman, Holly Tutko, and David Lamarre Vincent.  Scott asked participants if there were others that the group felt should be represented on the board. It was suggested that someone contact Adam Solendar from the Jewish Federation and Mark Ballard or the new Director of NH Baptist Association.  Greg agreed to contact Adam and Laura agreed to contact Mark Ballard, Tim Brandon and Sean Simonton for the NH Baptist Association.   

FBA-Net Survey

With Dominique absent, no update could be provided on the FBA-Net survey. Martha asked whether the group could access grant funding to conduct one-on-one visits to gather more information. It was suggested and agreed that the discussion be tabled for the next meeting.  

Faith-based Research Projects

Holly announced that a meeting is scheduled for March 22nd for those interested in engaging in exploratory discussions about interest in supporting faith-based research projects.  It was announced that the Faith & Research Subgroup meeting conflicted with the Faith Based and Community Initiative (FBCI) meeting and that since several FBA-Net members want to participate in both meetings.  It was suggested that the meeting be scheduled prior to the FBCI meeting and hold it in the same location so that people could attend both meetings.  Holly agreed to email an announcement about the change to participants that were not present at this meeting. 

Dissemination of Information

Laura raised concern about the lack of decision-making protocol and criteria for deciding what is distributed to FBA-Net group and placed on its Website. Laura stated that Karen Testerrman raised a concern after a press release was distributed. Laura suggested that we establish criteria so that the decision is not the sole responsibility of one person.  Scott asked whether this was needed or questioned whether people could independently decide prior to submitting the information. Laura suggested that the criteria would ensure a standard for future decision-making about what is circulated on behalf of the group.  She recommended a subgroup be formed to develop and propose criteria to the board.  The group agreed that criteria should be established.  Those interested in participating in a subcommittee to develop criteria should contact Laura.

Other Business

Quarterly Round Table Discussions

Laura reported that the CT Office of Faith-Based Initiatives convenes quarterly round table discussions that focus on various topics and she wondered if this was something FBA-Net could consider doing.  The suggestion was made that Laura investigate this and create a one-page summary to bring back to the group for further discussion. 

Announcements

Theresa announced the Great Wait Staff Challenge fundraiser for The Way Home.  

Cathy Hoyt announced that she would be attending the national VOAD conference in New Mexico in April. 

Cathy also announced that the Governors Conference on Volunteerism is scheduled for May 16th and encouraged faith leaders to attend.

Ernie announced that the super NOFA for federal funding through the Housing and Urban Development has been released. $2.4 billion will be awarded nationally, half of which is for homeless assistance.  To be eligible to apply for this funding, the applicant must be connected with one of the four continuum of care coalitions.    

Holly announced that she has a friend who is experiencing financial hardship and asked the group where she should advise the friend to seek assistance. Given her location, the suggestion was made that she contact The Way Home. 

Dick adjourned the meeting with a closing prayer. 

Respectfully submitted by,

Laura Coleman

Interim FBA-NET secretary 

March 20, 2007
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