Faith Based Action Network of NH – Research Subgroup

6/12/07 Meeting Minutes 

Present:  Holly Tutko, Greg Steelman, Richard Shannon, Suzanne Harrison, George Reed, Leo Sauve

Holly began the meeting with prayer. 

Holly noted that a couple of issues: 1) development of an idea for the fall forum and 2) exploring the idea of conducting a research project to further expand participation in the survey assessing services provided by NH’s faith community and determining a dollar value associated with them – were suggested at the FBA-Net partners meeting to be items the Research Cmt could do some critical thinking about.  As such, the proposed agenda was revised to as follows:

1) Consensus on distribution of faith and research resources 

2) Fall forum 

3) Research study: Quantifying services provided by faith based organizations.

4) Review and begin process to develop goals, core values statement, and action plan for the faith and research subgroup.

Distribution of faith and research resources

Holly noted that currently she sends emails of faith and research resources (such as research articles, websites, books, etc) on an as-received basis.  She noted that as the group becomes more active and aware of different resources that this could significantly increase the number of emails distributed.  To prevent this from occurring, she suggested the idea of sending out weekly or bi-weekly emails of pertinent resources.  The group agreed that distributing bi-weekly emails of resources was sufficient.  Holly requested that group members please email to her any faith and research resources that should be included in the bi-weekly emails. 

Fall Forum

After much discussion, the group came to consensus on a draft title/focus for the fall forum – Faith, Family, and Mental Health.  Suzanne noted that the focus on mental health is timely given that the state Mental Health Commission is slated to release their recommendation report in early November.  The report includes recommendations on several areas including: transitional housing, child mental health, prison population, etc.  The suggested forum format would be:

1) motivating keynote speaker to either outline the need for the forum OR demonstrate a success story of a faith-based program addressing a mental health need in NH followed by

2) breakouts on specific mental health topics,

3) Wrap up/Call to Action

4)  Networking lunch 

5)  Exhibit session of mental health/substance abuse services/programs.  

Some initial thoughts about potential opening keynote speakers included: Nancy Rollins (DCYF), the NH Hospital Chaplain, Jeff Barnett, Erik Haddock (Teen Challenge), Harold Koenig (Duke Univ).  Breakouts could address the myriad of sub-issues related to mental health such as substance abuse, creating faith communities that are welcoming to those with mental health/substance abuse issues, transitional housing and services, prison population, etc. 

The potential dates for the forum could be Oct 17, 18, or 19th.  The forum would occur from 9am-2pm.  The group agreed that we should see if the same facility (Concord Ward House, The Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-day Saints  in Concord) used for the FBA-Net forum last year could be used again this year. 

Holly will bring these fall forum recommendations to the FBA-Net Board of Directors for consideration and coordination with Karen Testerman and Keith Marsh.

Research Study

Due to time limitations we were not able to address this topic. 

Development of goals, core values, and action plan for Faith and Action Research Group

Holly expressed concern about the importance of developing subgroup goals in order to have an overarching aim to which all subgroup activities anchor.  Group members agreed. Holly quickly reviewed the draft process for discerning goals, core values, and an action plan for the Faith and Research Subgroup. This process included: 

1) Define the subgroup goals and core values

2) Define outcomes to monitor progress toward the subgroup goal

3) Determine resources, activities, and outputs needed to achieve the outcomes.

Holly proposed completing these 3 activities over the summer in order to present the finalized goal statement and action plan at the September FBA-Net Board of Directors/FBA-Net partners meeting.  Group members accepted the proposed process and timeline. 

The group then quickly reviewed the draft goal statement:

The goal of the Faith and Research Subgroup is

To create an environment in NH that promotes research investigating 1) the relationship between faith and health and 2) the use and/or health outcomes of faith practices/ministries/efforts by increasing awareness about existing research and building the interest and capacity of both the faith and health research communities in NH to collaboratively engage in research projects.

After brief consideration, the group decided to accept the draft goal without change.

The group then reviewed the draft core values statement:

Faith and Research Subgroup Core Values Statement

In addition to the core values defined for FBA-Net, the Faith and Research Subgroup hold the additional values:

· We view health holistically, including the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual components.

· We believe in the use of sound research methods to objectively identify both positive and negative research results.

· We do not support the use of faith as solely a mechanism to gain health. 

After brief consideration, the group decided to accept the draft core values statement without change.

Group members noted that the goal and core values statement could be revisited in the future to determine if any changes to either were needed.

Leo Sauve closed the meeting in prayer.

The next Faith and Research subgroup meeting will be July 10th from 2:30-4:00 at the NH Council of Churches. (Directly after FBA-NET meeting).   

The proposed meeting agenda is

1) Continued Discussion of Fall Forum

2) Determining Outcomes to measure progress toward the subgroup goal

3) Research study: value of faith-based services
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