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A meeting of FBA-Net partners was convened on July 10, 2007. Participants included Laura Coleman of L P Coleman Contracting Services, Richard Shannon of NH Catholic Charities,  David Lamarre-Vincent of the NH Council of Churches, Kevin Smith of NH Department of Health and Human Services, Cathy Hoyt of Volunteer NH/NH VOAD, Holly Tutko of NH Institute for Health Policy Practice – UNH, Dominique Rust of NH Catholic Charities, and Suzanne Harrison of DCYF Community and Faith Based Initiatives. 
Several people were absent due to vacations and scheduling conflicts. 

Dick opened the meeting by welcoming participants, sharing an opening prayer, and asking for each participant to introduce himself or herself. 

Report from the Board of Directors

Budget Report

Laura provided a review of the draft budget that was created for FBA-Net. Laura stated that until now FBA-Net has operated with inkind, $250 donation for Website hosting, $3,200 donation for Website development and maintenance, $22,560 in financial and inkind contributions to support operations and meetings. Moving forward, thee board determined that we need to pursue funding options such as donations and grants to support the general operations and Website development/maintenance costs for the organization. 

The first priority for funding is the Website expansion costs associated with creating and maintaining topic specific interactive forums and blogs as well as a data/resource repository for adoptive and foster parents proposed by the NH Department of Health and Human Services, DCYF. Suzanne mentioned that she uses Visiongate software which she pays $97 per month. Howeveer, Suzanne clarified that this does not include the cost of developing a data/resource repository like the one being discussed. She believes the cost proposed is very reasonable. Laura asked Suzanne to email her information about Visiongate. 

Kevin was asked whether the state has any resources to support the expansion and maintenance of the Website. Kevin believed their might be some funding that the group could apply for through the Department of Justice. He agreed to research this and update the group. 

Report on Action Items

Assessment Survey

The question was raised whether the group should pursue funding to administer the assessment survey. Dominique suggested that a letter be sent first to all faith leaders in the state requesting their assistance. David agreed to draft a letter and send it out to faith leaders on his mailing list.  A suggestion was made to explore opportunities to use interns through a local college. Holly agreed to look into this at UNH, Dick agreed to check with St. Anselms, and Laura agreed to check into Southern NH University. Findings will be reported back to the group at the next meeting.    

Another suggestion was made about distributing the surveys at the Soul Fest music event. Suzanne told the group that the DCYF Community and Faith Based Committee is having a table at the event to distribute their material.  She suggested that they could include the FBA-Net survey. Dominique agreed to forward a cover letter and the survey to Keith Marsh to distribute at the event. 

Faith-based Research Projects

Holly provided an update about the ad hoc sub-committee that has been meeting and invited others interested to participate.  The sub-group was given the charge to explore the theme and topics for a fall forum.  Holly reported that the group identified mental health as the theme. The suggested title for the forum is “Faith, Family , and Mental Health.” The forum would include a keynote speaker from the mental health field, panel with members from the faith, mental health, and state agency community, and breakout sessions.  The first priority is to finalize the date. Holly announced that the suggested dates are October 17,18 or 19. After much discussion, a recommendation was made that an email be sent to all FBA-Net members to identify any events scheduled for the same time period. Holly will forward an email to Laura to send out to the group. The subcommittee will finalize the location and report outcomes at the next meeting. 

Dick adjourned the meeting at 2:40PM with a closing prayer. 

Respectfully submitted by,

Laura Coleman

FBA-Net President 

July 10, 2007
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