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A meeting of FBA-Net partners was convened on January 30, 2007. Participants included Dick Shannon of New Hampshire Catholic Charities, Laura Coleman of L P Coleman Contracting Services, Scott Earnshaw of The Concord New Hampshire Stake of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Curtis Metzger of New Hampshire Department of Safety – Division of Fire Safety and Emergency Management, Lucie Ducas of St. Mary’s Church, Theresa Novak Chabot of The Way Home, Mari DeBlois of The Way Home, Ernie Zupancic of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, Leo Sauve of Crossover Recovery and Upper Room Compassionate Ministries, Adam Solender of the Jewish Federation of New Hampshire, David B. Reynolds of Pastoral Counseling Services, Greg Steelman of Lutheran Social Services, Holly Tutko of New Hampshire Institute for Health Policy Practice – UNH – Empowering Communities with Data Project, Martha AuCoin of the Christ Life Church, Marc S. Cousineau of New Hampshire Catholic Charities (Lebanon), George Reed of Christian Science Church, Jean Rolph of New Fellowship Baptist Church and Southern Sudan Community of New Hampshire, Chaplain Gary Rolph of VA Medical Center of Manchester, and Suzanne Harrison of DCYF New Hampshire Community- and Faith-Based Initiatives.   

Dick opened the meeting by welcoming participants, asked participants to introduce themselves, and shared an opening message titled “Light” from the collection named “The Pattern of Our Days” by Kathy Galloway. 

Report on Action Items

Regional Meetings

For participants visiting for the first time, Dick informed the group that two regional meetings are being coordinated for faith and community leaders.   Martha AuCoin and Greg Steelman are coordinating an event in the Laconia region and Keith Marsh and Marc Cousineau are planning a gathering in the Upper Valley region. Martha and Greg provided an update on the progress of the Laconia.  Greg announced that an event is scheduled for March 8th from 9AM to Noon and will offer two grant workshops Myths and Realities; How faith based groups can use federal funds presented by Ernie Zupancic, Operations Specialist and Faith Based Liaison for the Manchester Field Office of HUD and Federal Grant Money for Faith Based Intitiatives; What is out there and how to get it presented by Laura Coleman, Principal and Owner, LP Coleman Contracting Services in Manchester.  Greg distributed a draft flyer to participants that will be used to promote the event.  

Marc provided an update on efforts underway for a gathering of faith and community leaders in the Upper Valley region.  Mark met with Keith before the holidays to discuss an event in the Upper Valley area.  They decided to coordinate informal informational sessions to be held in March.  Marc and Keith will continue to plan the informal gatherings and will forward more information to the group as it becomes available.    

Resource Mapping Survey Update

Dick announced that the Commissioner of Health and Human Services is very interested in the information obtained from the survey responses and in getting the word out about the survey.  The Emergency Management office will share the survey with their contacts. Dick reminded participants that the survey is on the FBA-NET Website.  Laura stated that it is on the page titled “Blog” and wondered if perhaps people would not know to look on that page.  She stated that she would rename the “Blog” page so that it better reflects the information found in that section of the Website.  In David’s absence, Laura reported that David would send out a mailing to approximately 3,000 faith leaders and include information about the survey.  The mailing was supposed to go out on Monday but was delayed and will be mailed sometime this week.

Progress/Status of Registering FBA-NET as an Organization

Scott distributed copies of draft Articles of Incorporation for the group to review.  Scott reviewed each Article and asked for comments. Because the consensus of the group was to establish a self-perpetuating board, Scott called attention to Article III.  This section establishes FBA-NET as a self-perpetuating corporation, governed by a board of directors no fewer than 7 and up to 15.  

Seven individuals were nominated to the board. These include Laura Coleman, Scott Earnshaw, Keith Marsh, Richard Shannon, Greg Steelman, Holly Tutko, and David Lamarre-Vincent.  Scott reported that others could be added to the board.  Scott assumed that as state and federal liaisons, Ralph, Ernie and Curtis would not be able to sit on the board.  Ernie, Ralph and Curtis agreed that federal and state employees are encouraged to participate in groups but discouraged in becoming board members because federal and state policies could burden the process. 

Scott asked each nominated director to forward his or her address to him for inclusion in the document.   Each director will be required to sign the document before it is registered with the state.  Scott suggested that others should be identified as potential board members to ensure that all faiths/groups are represented.  The group agreed and a nominating committee was established. Greg and Suzanne agreed to sit on the committee.  Others interested can contact Greg. 

Scott asked meeting attendees to review the draft and forward their comments to him within the next week.  The group discussed the benefits of having the document available on the Website for public viewing. Scott agreed to forward the final draft to Laura to load up on the Website within the next two weeks.  Scott will follow up with David to determine if the official address of FBA-NET to be listed in Article V could be the New Hampshire Council of Churches address. 

Emergency Response Concerns

Curtis provided an update on emergency response needs in New Hampshire. He announced that the state recently convened a flood training event for victim advocates focused on long-term recovery efforts.  Lucie Ducas announced that Christian Emergency Response Volunteers (CERV) provide training for community emergency response teams and suggested that Curtis connect with Kelly Wilson.  Eight families impacted by the floods are still in need of housing. An unmet need coalition was established in the state.

Joan Rolph mentioned that she had attended a bird flu orientation in Manchester.  A topic of interest was alternative ways of helping in an emergency.  This session was cut short due to time.  Jean stated that the public health official who spoke during this session agreed to follow up with people however she has not received any information.  Curtis reported that this official was the state epidemiologist and agreed to follow up with him. 

Curtis stated that there is a state pandemic flu plan and 19 regions in the state have developed regional plans. Laura referenced a comment that was made at the October kickoff meeting noting that several faith leaders did not know about local level plans or were not invited to participate in creating them. Lucie attended a meeting for the Portsmouth region and stated that she is still waiting for the plan that was supposed to be sent to all participants.  Holly announced that UNH is sponsoring a contingency planning conference for businesses, community agencies, and government/public services.  

Discussion ensued about the need to coordinate and disseminate information to the faith community. Scott stated that this was the purpose of the FBA-NET emergency preparedness committee of which he is chair.  Because he was asked to lead the effort to develop the Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws, work on this committee was suspended.  Curtis suggested that a template be created and loaded onto the FBA-NET Website that people of all faiths can access and use. Laura volunteered to help coordinate the collection and dissemination of information to the faith community while Scott is focused on the legal status of the organization.  She agreed to follow up with Curtis to discuss a template and to collect and categorize the plans and contact information for each of the 19 regions.  She also agreed to collect information about the work of the Unmet Need Coalition and their contact information, obtain more information from the state epidemiologist, and will distribute all information collected to FBA-NET participants and post on the Website.  Curtis agreed to follow up with the state epidemiologist and other colleagues to facilitate the dissemination of information to the faith community.
Time of Sharing Programs, Needs, Ideas

Theresa Novak Chabot reported that the City of Manchester in collaboration with The Way Home has received a three-year $1.8 million federal grant for lead abatement in the City of Manchester.  The Way Home is helping coordinate contractors for this project.  Ernie commended the City and The Way Home for their efforts and informed the group that HUD only awarded 12 national grants, Manchester being one of them. 

Holly approached the group to see if there was a sub-group of people interested in having a conversation about collaborative faith research opportunities.  Holly stated that some within the faith community have expressed interest in this after receiving a recent announcement of available funding through the National Institutes of Health specifically to study the Influence of Religiosity and Spirituality on Health Risk Behavior. Holly suggested that collaborative relationship building and discussions specific to research topics could be part of the discussion within this sub-group of interested folks.  Holly questioned whether there was interest in establishing a sub-committee to explore this further. Those interested should contact Holly.

Dick announced that New Hampshire Catholic Charities is hosting a Mardi Gras fundraiser on February 17th which is being held at CR Sparks.  The fundraiser is to support emergency assistance for families in need. Dick distributed a promotional hand out and invited people to attend the event. 
Ernie announced that a workshop is being planned in Manchester to spotlight models of how faith based organizations have partnered with community-based nonprofit organizations to provide affordable multi-family housing (i.e., faith-based organization donates land to a nonprofit to build multi-family rental units).  Ernie stated that the committee is looking for models to present at the workshop.  Laura asked Ernie to forward a synopsis to her and she will forward it to FBA-NET partners and post it on the FBA-NET Website. People can contact Ernie for more information. 

Dick adjourned the meeting with a closing thought. 

Respectfully submitted by,

Laura Coleman

Interim FBA-NET secretary 
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